Renal osteodystrophy.
Renal osteodystrophy is a general complication of chronic renal failure and end-stage renal disease. The nature of renal osteodystrophy has changed since osteomalacia due to aluminum intoxication has become less prevalent. Osteomalacia has been replaced by the adynamic bone disorder. Suppression of osteitis fibrosa, calcitrol and control of secondary hyperparathyroidism has been shown to produce the adynamic bone disorder. Thus, many other factors besides secondary hyperparathyroidism and calcitrol deficiency contribute to the pathogenesis of renal osteodystrophy. Some of these factors, according to our current state of knowledge, are discussed in this chapter along with the presentation and treatment of renal osteodystrophy.